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75th Anniversary Celebration
at Grace Lutheran Church

Grace Lutheran Church in Cook is getting ready for a big celebration of
the church’s 75th anniversary on Sunday, June 23. A special day is being
planned for confirmands, members of the church, and guests.

Coffee and pastries will be served during fellowship starting at 8:30 a.m.
Avariety of musical selections will be sung during this time by Alberta Block,
Sharon Carman, and Kathy Hackstadt, members of the group “Grace Notes”.

The worship service will begin at 10:00 a.m. with Bishop Scott Johnson of
the Nebraska Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America giving
the sermon, John Weber, musical son of the congregation, at the organ,
and Kari Thorberg Borlaug as cantor. The youth handbell choir will also
perform. A catered dinner will follow the church service.

Current pastor Jim Helgren said, “The 75th Anniversary Committee has
been working since early 2023 to make 2024 a special year in the life of the
church. Members past and present are excited to be with each other on June
23 for worship, fellowship, and to give thanks to God for the opportunities
to worship, learn, and serve God with each other.”

Grace Lutheran Church is the result of two small forward-thinking con-
gregations who saw that the road to fulfilling their ministry lay in joining
together. To that end, Immanuel Lutheran, Cook, through its Church
Council, extended an invitation to St. Paul Lutheran, Helena, to enter into
negotiations looking toward a merger of the two Lutheran congregations.

The two councils met together on August 22, 1949 and proposed merger
plans were drafted. Following this meeting, each congregation met sepa-
rately to ratify the action taken by their respective councils.

Having this accomplished, the two congregations met jointly on Septem-
ber 12, 1949. The action taken by the separate congregations was ratified
without a dissenting vote. Thus, the new congregation, Grace Lutheran,
came into being.

Worship services were conducted in the Cook Community Hall until a
new house of worship was built. A building site was purchased and ground
was broken on July 16, 1950. The laying of the cornerstone took place on
April 27, 1951. The new church building was completed later that year with
dedication services on December 16, 1951.

The first pastor called was candidate Orville Lehman, who was installed at
Grace Lutheran on June 25, 1950. Pastor Lehman was followed by Pastors
Robert Schaff, Robert Herrboldt, Larry Lepper, Henry Thorberg, Orvile
Olson, Chris Klester-Beyer, and Steve Billington. The current pastor is
James “Jim” Helgren.

As of May 26th, over 236 people are planning to join together to celebrate
God’s ministry through Grace Lutheran Church. This number includes 103
confirmands who have registered, including two from the first confirmation
class of 1951 - Greta Evers Holscher and Ramona Fisher Boone.

Special guests Sandy Olson, Cheryl Thorberg, and Pastors Chris and
Sheryl Kester-Beyer also plan to attend the celebration of this milestone.
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Driver’s Licensing

The Nebraska DMV Driver’s Li-
censing office is open Friday, June
21, 2024 at the Johnson County
Courthouse in Tecumseh. Office

hours are 8:30 a.m. — 12 noon and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Amana-Care, LLC, In-Home Care
Provider in SE Nebraska Area

by Ann Wickett

Jodie Harms of Sterling recently became the Busi-
ness Development Specialist for Amana-Care, a faith
based, family-owned and Nebraska focused business
whose mission is to provide seniors and individuals
with disabilities professional in-home services with a
personal touch.

“We strive to positively impact the lives of our clients
by providing assistance with daily living activities so they
can remain home for as long as possible,” Harms said.

With offices in Lincoln and Kearney, Amana-Care
provides in-home services all across the great state of
Nebraska. While Harms works in the Lincoln office 1-2
days a week, her main focus is on finding ways Ama-
na-Care can serve her Southeast Nebraska neighbors.

“We aim to provide the best possible care for our cli-
ents, and feel one of the ways to ensure this is by focusing
on being the best possible employer for caregivers. Our
retention rates for caregivers is much higher than the na-
tional average and we work tirelessly to keep improving.”

Currently, Amana-Care employs over 190 team
members, including Caregivers, Care Coordinators,
Marketers, Retention and Recruiting personnel and
several others, all focused on providing outstanding
care to our clients.

Harms became involved with Amana-Care, after a
former coworker told her about this position, and she
acted on it. "My role as Business Development Specialist
gives me the unique opportunity to use my experience
and connections to help the communities I love!” said
Harms. “I am very fortunate to be able to work from
home 3+ days a week.”

This allows Harms the opportunity to get out and do
some marketing in the SE Nebraska area. Harms feels
that the administration and staff at Amana-Care whom
she has had the opportunity to meet are sincere and
genuine people. “Amana-Care truly cares about their
clients and employees. They trust me to do what is best

for the care of the
elderly and spe-
cial needs pop-
ulation,” Harms
said.

Harms’ most
rewarding expe-
rience is making
connections with
the elderly and
special needs
population. “I
love helping peo-
ple, it’s what I
have done most
of my life,” she
added. The most
challenging expe-
rience for Harms
is just getting
people to respond
to emails/phone calls. “We all are busy.”

When it comes to determining how many in-home care
providers Harms would like to have join the business,
she said, “I personally just want to help serve those in
need, whether that is five employees or 45. I just want to
help those in need stay at home for as long as they can.

“Our caregivers help seniors and individuals with
disabilities keep up with the daily tasks that can be-
come more difficult as we age. For individuals hoping
to remain in their own homes, these services make all
the difference. Some of these tasks can include light
housekeeping, laundry, meal prep, transfers, toileting
and bathing. The agency also offers transportation ser-
vices, such as taking clients to appointments or running
errands. Most importantly, our caregivers offer genuine
companionship and open communication with clients

see HARMS, page 2

JCC Board of Education Approves New
Video Scoreboard at Football Field

by Ann Wickett

The Johnson County Board of Education approved
purchasing a Daktronics outdoor video scoreboard for
the football field for an estimated $270,045 in a 4-1 vote
during its June 10th meeting. This figure includes an
estimated $15,000 in costs for trenching, fiber/power
from press-box to scoreboard and to the high school.
President Kim Wellensiek voted no because she could
not support the project at this time given that not all
advertising sponsorships had been sold and school
building issues continue to put pressure on the budget.
Board member Gail Hutt was absent.

Johnson County Central Schools will be soliciting for
advertising sponsors to help pay the costs for the video
scoreboard. According to Board member Arlin Beethe,
this is one project that will pay for itself in the future.
Beethe commended Marcus Scheer, technology director,
for the tremendous job he and the JCC students have
done to develop a STRIV live-streaming program for
JCC’s athletics and other activities.

“We have some tough choices to make moving ahead,”
said Superintendent Jon Rother. He added that the JCC

Board of Education knew going into the 2023 fall football
season, that there was a need for a a new scoreboard for
the football field.

Rother wants to keep the conversation moving forward
regarding discussions for the construction of a new
school facility in the future. The board approved of
moving forward with developing a steering committee
for the future construction of a school facility.

The board passed a resolution to increase its base
growth for the 2024-2025 school year by up to seven
percent.

New members of the faculty at Johnson County
Central Schools attended the June 10 meeting of the JCC
Board of Education to introduce themselves to the board.
New staff members include: Lynsey Graham (Director
of Food Services), Eryn Snethen (1st Grade), Emily Gist
(5th Grade), Ashlee Twohig (Middle School Language
Arts) and Anna Koehler (3rd Grade).

Rother informed the board that he is still looking into
moving the elementary playground at the Tecumseh site
from its current location to the place in between

see JCC BOARD, page 2

About 775 Dinners Served at 60th
Annual Johnson Chickenfest

The 60th annual Johnson Chick-
enfest was enjoyed by many folks
from near and far. About 775 persons
were served early Saturday evening,
June 15.

Two rainstorms produced more
than two inches of much needed rain.
The celebration will be remembered
for its many amazing events along
with those cancelled and interrupted
because of uncontrollable weather
conditions.

Scavenger Hunts

Two scavenger hunts were avail-
able. Participants searched the
village looking for clues to decode a
special message as well as items and
answered questions that could be

found throughout the village. Partic-

LUKE WESTHART applies barbecue sauce to some of the chickens served

ipants who turned in their completed 5 nearly 800 diners late Saturday aftenroon, June 15. Observing at right is

hunts were eligible to win a $25 cas
prize. The lucky winners were Car-

Ray Haack. Westhart replied “everything’s going well. It’s a beautiful day.”

ter Woerlen and the team of Holly
Jenkins, and Craig and Gina Riek-
en. The message was: CHAMBER
MEMBER WAYNE STUKENHOLTZ
HAD THE IDEA FOR THE FIRST
“CHICKEN BARBECUE”. SIXTY
YEARS LATER AND THE BBQ RE-
MAINS A FINGER LICKIN” GOOD
CELEBRATION!

June 15 Activities

Saturday morning, June 15 activi-
ties included the American Legion’s
sponsored Sip & Shop event. Various
vendors attended. Face painting and
hair tinsel was popular at Shear Style.
A new event, Touch-a-Truck, was
held on the Johnson-Brock football

field. A special attraction was the

StarCare medical helicopter hovering
over town and eventually landing
near the football field.

see CHICKENFEST, page

EVERYONE SCRAMBLES to pick up ping pong balls hoping to collect ones
offering prizes shortly before the Johnson Chicken Barbecue was served.
The drop was at the north parking lot of Johnson-Brock Public Schools. In
previous years it was on Main Street. David Swanson/County Publications
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For the

Record
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THE 60 YEAR REUNION CLASS of Tecumseh High School met Memorial Day weekend. Members of the class who attended
included, from the left: Front Row - Sandy (Hunt) Waring, Nancy (Arnold) Peek, Ruth Bartels, Carol (Ramsey) Waring, Elaine
(Petersen) Kuhl, Steve Wenzl. Back Row - Bob Burns, Kenny Lintz, Mike Kavanaugh, Jim Stauffer, Ray Kerr, and Sam Kuhl.

Courthouse Report

Johnson County Court

County Court records are
reprinted from a report of
disposed cases and may not
reflect all actions taken.

Speeding: Michel E. Stuart,
$300.00 and costs; Pedro E.
Serrano Gordin, $75.00 and
costs.

Failure to use seatbelt: Mi-
chael E. Stuart, $25.00 and
costs; Aron M. Hickey, $25.00
and costs.

Driving under the influence
of alcohol: Calan A. Sed-
lacek, sentenced to 10 days in
jail; Credit given for one day
served in jail. Driver’s license
revoked for six months. Fined
$500.00 and costs.

No valid registration: Clin-
ton E. Fass, $25.00 and costs.

Driving under suspension:
Shagwan A. Thomas, $100.00
and costs.

Unlawful/fictitious display
of plates: Aron M. Hickey,
$50.00 and costs.

Real Estate Transfers

W.D.- Harry Dean and Sta-
cie Dean to Jordon Jon Pat-
terson, Lot 2, Blk. 6, Graff

JCC Board

and Ellsworth’s Addition to
the City of Tecumseh; $1.00
0.V.C. Rev. $144.00.

J.T.W.D.- William C. Baum
to Bradley A. Meister and
Tammy S. Meister, as joint
tenants and not as tenants
in common, a tract of land
located in the SW %4 of 22-
4-10, Johnson County; $1.00
0.V.C. Rev. $67.50.

W.D.- Norma J. Stinson to
Norma J. Stinson, Trustee of
the Norma J. Stinson Trust,
part of the N V2, S Vo, NW 14
of 27-5-11, Johnson County,
containing four acres; $1.00
0.V.C. Rev. Exempt.

W.D.- Diana M. Horne to
Randy Goracke, a tract of land
out of and a part of the SW V4
of 32-6-10, Johnson County;
$10.00 O.V.C. Rev. $236.26.

J.T.Q.C.D.- County of John-
son, Nebraska, a political sub-
division, to David Remington
and Maureen Remington,
as joint tenants and not as
tenants in common, the E V2
of the South 80 feet of Lot 4,
Blk. 23, OT Tecumseh; $1.00
0.V.C. Rev. Exempt.

Sheriff’s Department

The Johnson County Sher-
iff’s Department responded to
the following calls from June
10, 2024 through through
June 16, 2024:

Civil paper service, 9; Ac-
cident/no injury, 1; Traffic
stop, 11; Probable death, 1;
Emergency call, 14; Emergen-
cy hang-up, 1; 911 transfer, 2;
Abandoned vehicle, 1; Animal
at large, 1; Officer follow-up,
1; Information for officer, 5;
Road obstruction, 1; Return
phone call, 1; Title inspection,
2; Transport inmate, 1.

Total number of calls re-
sponded to for the Johnson
County Sheriff’s Department,
52.
The Johnson County Sher-
iff’s Department responded to
the following calls for the Te-
cumseh Police Department,
June 10, 2024 through June
16, 2024:

Disturbance, 1; Accident/
injury, 1; Emergency call, 3;
Animal at large, 1; Criminal
mischief, 1; Officer follow-up,
1; Information for officer, 2;

Noise complaint, 1; Welfare
check, 1.

Total number of calls dis-
patched by the Johnson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department for
the Tecumseh Police Depart-
ment, 12.

The Johnson County Sher-
iff’'s Department dispatched
the following calls for the
Pawnee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, June 10, 2024 through
June 16, 2024:

Civil paper service, 4; Traf-
fic stop, 6; Emergency call, 4;
Emergency hang-up, 1; Infor-
mation for officer, 2; Medical
call, 1; Return phone call, 2;
Trespassing, 2; Vehicle com-
plaint, 2; Voluntary contact,
1; Welfare check, 2.

Total number of calls dis-
patched for the Pawnee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, 27.

Bookings

All persons are innocent
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Arthur J. Reeves of Peru
was a courtesy hold for Nema-
ha County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Community

Menus

June 24 - 28

Tecumseh SENCA
Center

Monday: Beef gravy/vegeta-
bles/rice, mixed fruit.

Tuesday: BBQ meatballs,
corn casserole, fruit Jell-O.

Wednesday: Chicken par-
mesan casserole, green beans,
peaches.

Thursday: Meatloaf,
mashed potatoes/gravy,
mixed veggies, applesauce.

Friday: Stuffed peppers/
rice, strawberry fluff.

All meals are subject to
change. Please call 402-335-
2134 by 9:30 a.m. to reserve a
meal or to order an extra meal.

Sterling Senior Center

Monday: Baked ham, sweet
potatoes, Brussels sprouts.

Tuesday: Roast beef,
mashed potatoes/gravy,
savory carrots, strawberry
shortcake.

Wednesday: Chicken sand-
wich, potato salad, baked
beans.

Thursday: Tater tot cas-
serole, green beans, cottage
cheese/fruit.

Friday: Pork rib patty,
cheesy hashbrowns, pea salad.

Please call with reservations
by 11:45 the previous day to
Doris at Sterling Senior Cen-
ter (402-866-2050). Dining

continued from page 1

the elementary and high school buildings.
The existing Tecumseh site equipment,
which consists of a jungle gym, swing
set, and ball catcher, would be removed.
Rother is considering the purchase of
new elementary playground equipment
to be installed in between the elemen-
tary and high school facilities. Rother
estimated the costs for new playground
equipment at $200,000 to $300,000
depending on the scope of the project.
This estimate was based on the costs for
the preschool playground JCC Schools
purchased two years ago. He added that
bids would be submitted for this project.
Rother said he already has a bid for a new
merry-go-round which is estimated at
$12,699.04 including installation.

According to Rother, JCC’s After
School Program hasn’t been sustaining
itself financially for the past two years.
However, some of JCC’s high school
students who have volunteered to work
with the students after school have
gained work experience in childcare.

When discussing the idea of doing
a baseball cooperation with another
area school, Activities Director Garrett
Collin said that the schools of Auburn,
Beatrice and Norris turned down JCC’s
invitation. Nebraska City Public Schools
is still considering doing a baseball
cooperation, but they haven’t made any
commitments at this point. The deadline
for entering into a baseball cooperative is
January 2025. This would be a two-year
contract.

Rother reported to the board of
Education that adding outdoor seating
to accommodate high school students
who wish to eat outdoors during the
lunch hour, would cost about $1,800
per table, plus $1,000 per heavy duty
trash receptacle. Ten foot benches
without backing are approximately
$900. Further bids will be sought for
more competitive prices.

Principal Rick Lester discussed the
changes to the policy concerning the fact
that no cell phone usage will be allowed in
any of the classrooms during the school

day for the 2024-2025 school year. Lester
said each classroom would have docking
stations where the cell phones would be
stored until the end of the class period.
The purpose of not allowing cell phone
usage in the classrooms is to eliminate
distractions during instructional time
throughout the school day as well as
making JCC’s learning environment
more secure.

Administrators are still looking into
developing a schedule where athletic
practices could be conducted during
eighth period of class on Wednesday
nights so that the students could hold
athletic practices and still attend area
church youth activities as well.

Breakfast and Lunch prices for the
2024-2025 school year will see a 20¢
increase for the students. High school
and middle school students will pay
$3.25 while the Pre-K and elementary
students will pay $3.15. Adult prices are
to be determined by the state. Reduced
priced breakfast is 30¢ and reduced
priced lunch is 40¢

Hit the Trails for Prizes in New Your Parks

Adventure Challenge

Join the Your Parks Adventure: Trail Trek this summer
for a chance to explore the state and be eligible for prizes
geared toward the outdoor lover.

Launching May 22 and running through Oct. 31, the
new challenge invites people to explore more than 45
designated trails across Nebraska — either alone or with
a team. Participants visit the designated trails, snap a
picture with the Trail Trek sign featuring mascot Kit the
Raccoon, and submit it online at YourParksAdventure.
com.

Trails included in the program are located at Nebraska
Game and Parks areas, as well as participating city, coun-
ty, federal and Natural Resource District areas. Most Trail
Trek locations are within a half mile of trailheads, and
nearly half of the trails are Americans with Disabilities
Act accessible.

“Trail Trek encourages people of all abilities to join us
outdoors to explore trails, see new sights, and explore
healthy ways to spend time together or get away from it
all,” said Bob Hanover, parks division assistant adminis-
trator. “Spending time outdoors is good for your mental
and physical health, and Nebraska has many great trails
to discover.”

Find the designated list of trails, a map and additional
trail details at YourParksAdventure.com.

Each trail visit and entry
qualifies participants for
possible prizes. The more
trails people visit, the more
chances they have to win
the grand prize that will
include outdoor gear, a
two-night cabin stay at a
Nebraska State Park, an
annual subscription to Ne-
braskaland Magazine, and
more. Prizes will be drawn
shortly after Oct. 31, and
winners notified.

Nebraska Game and
Parks is launching the new
challenge with support
from the Nebraska Recre-
ation and Park Association and Papio Missouri River
Natural Resources District. It replaces the well-known
Great Park Pursuit but promotes the same value of in-
creasing awareness of the state’s nature-rich outdoor
recreation opportunities.

Stay connected to the fun on social media at Facebook.
com/YourParksAdventure.

at11:15a.m.
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and their loved ones.”

Harms explained that Amana-Care employees are Home Care
and not Health Care, so the employees don’t have to be certified
or licensed. “We do however, offer online and in-person training
for all of our Caregivers,” Harms said.

Harms pointed out that change is hard and it’s scary to trust
someone to come into your home and assist you with your
daily activities.

“We find that establishing that initial connection helps the
make the experience much more rewarding, not only for the
client, but also for the caregiver,” Jodie added.

Harms said the care method at Amana-Care focuses on ac-
tually learning about their clients, discovering their interests,
their hobbies and taking time to match them with the right
caregivers.

“We want to do more than check off a list of chores, we want
to make a difference!” Harms said.

The work day and hours of the caregivers at Amana-Care
depend on the client’s needs. “We do our best to pair up cli-
ents with caretakers who we feel they will establish the best
companionship with.”

Harms said that one of Amana-Care’s future goals is to keep
expanding in-home care throughout Nebraska. Key benefits
the residents will see from working with Amana Care providers
is the caregivers’ commitment to care.

“The individualized, one-on-one care that we offer is unsur-
passed,” claimed Harms.

In-home care services through Amana-Care can be provided
for through Medicaid AD Waiver, the Veterans as well as Pri-
vate Pay. Amana-Care offers in-home care ranging anywhere
from two hour shifts to 24 hour care. According to Harms,
Amana-Care’s prices are comparable, if not below other home
care agencies.

Anyone interested in having in-home care or being a caregiver
through Amana-Care can contact Jodie Harms at 402.875.3892
or email jodie@amana-care.com

“Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if we can be of assis-
tance in any way,” Harms concluded.
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Friday - Sunday

Various Locations & Times
Bargains to be Found!

Sculba

diving into friendship with God

a Bible school for all children
age 3 through those who just finished 6th grade

Sunday, June 2.3 +hrough Tharsday, June 2.7
©@30 - &30 pm,
First Baptist Church
333 Jackson St. - Tecumseh
402-225-2225
Pre-registration not required




